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Information for School of Medicine faculty, staff and students

Current COVID-19 stats
At BJH, there are currently 84 inpatients who are confirmed positive and
44 admitted patients under investigation (PUIs), which means that results are
pending.

McMillan employee screening site closing today

Remember: the McMillan Building entrance and screening site will close at 9 p.m.

this evening. There will no longer be visitor or employee screening at this
entrance. Medical Campus employees will need to visit another screening site on
campus. WUSM faculty and staff should still be able to access the entry but they
must use a WashU ID badge. BJC badges will not work.

Follow surgery scheduling guidelines
BJH/BJWCH/SLCH perioperative leadership, in conjunction with WUSM surgical
department chairs, has universal guidance on surgery scheduling. Please note that
this is not a change in any policy or procedure, and this information already has
been communicated to your schedulers over the last few weeks. Nevertheless,
departmental and hospital leadership also requested that we provide this
information schoolwide. Please feel free to reach out to perioperative services at
the appropriate facility for clarification or questions.

Doctors, engineers and machinists answer call for
emergency ventilators
Amid growing uncertainty about the coronavirus spreading, Washington University
Physicians at Barnes-Jewish Hospital, including cardiothoracic anesthesiologist
Broc Burke, wanted to explore more immediate options for meeting the local surge
than waiting for car manufacturers to start building ventilators. On March 23, a
formal push was made for emergency ventilators designed and built by experts in
the St. Louis region who had ready access to parts. As reported by the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, an eclectic team of engineers, scientists, doctors and machinists
answered the call to action and delivered their first prototype for clinical simulation
last week. Finishing touches on three more were underway Friday, with the
promise that another 100 could be made soon, if needed.

Wellness care packages for COVID-19 frontline
providers

Becky Light, administrative coordinator in pulmonary and critical care medicine,
wanted to do something positive for campus medical providers working on the
frontlines of COVID-19. She created an Amazon wishlist and shared it with family
and friends via Facebook. Donations were delivered to her office, where she
assembled wellness baskets. The baskets included chapstick, lotion, a drink, pens,
novelty Post-its and snacks. She and colleagues delivered 40 wellness packs to
the COVID floors at the beginning of April. As donations continued to arrive, she
was able to deliver 39 more baskets to respiratory therapists/Respiratory Care
Services, who split the items with Physical Therapy. Above, left to right, recipients
included pulmonary and critical care physicians Walter Schiffer, Adam Anderson
and Vlad Despotovic.

PhD students defend theses online

The pandemic and resulting shelter-in-place orders have compelled graduate
students to complete virtually the last step of their graduate programs – defending
years of research in front of faculty, friends and family. Instead, people are tuning
in from afar via Zoom to support the major milestone. Said one newly minted PhD:
“In the end it worked out, because they were able to attend via Zoom. I have family
all over – India, Ohio, Georgia – and a lot of people watched who wouldn’t have
been able to come in person.”

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:
314-362-5056
Use this online screening tool before reporting to work
Review inpatient protocol
Review ambulatory protocol
Call the Coping with COVID hotline for in-the-moment emotional support:
314-286-1700
Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844365-4587

Email inspirational stories to heroes@wustl.edu

For Medical Campus updates, visit coronavirus.med.wustl.edu »
To ensure that this newsletter is delivered to your inbox, add updates@wusm.wustl.edu to your
address book.

