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Information for School of Medicine faculty, staff and students

Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH
89 inpatients confirmed positive

29 admitted, awaiting test results

Maker Task Force works to protect health-care workers

The COVID-19 WashU/BJC Maker Task Force has emerged as a hub for St.
Louis-area makers to help health-care workers stay safe as they care for COVID19 patients. The multidisciplinary group of doctors, engineers and makers is
working to develop 14 product lines, including isolation gowns, surgical masks,
face shields, emergency ventilators, ventilator replacement parts, N95 respirators
and methods to disinfect them.

“With the surge of COVID-19 patients we’re expecting, we want to make sure
doctors, nurses and other health-care providers do not run out of the PPE
(personal protective equipment) and other supplies and equipment they need to do
their jobs safely and take care of these patients well,” said Thomas M. Maddox,
MD, professor of medicine and executive director of the BJC/WUSM Healthcare
Innovation Lab.

Employee crisis response fund accepting applications

Employees facing financial hardship during the COVID-19 pandemic may apply for
assistance from the WashU Crisis Response Fund starting Monday, April 27,
through May 4. Washington University created the fund to help employees address
essential needs as well as expenses incurred as a direct result of the pandemic.
The fund already has supported many students needing financial help as well, and
they can still apply through Wednesday, April 29. Learn more about the fund here
or email questions to employeecovidfund@wustl.edu.

Fear of coronavirus is keeping people from going to
emergency rooms, resulting in deaths

Coronavirus fears are keeping people from going to emergency rooms, said
Robert Poirier, MD, Washington University chief of the Barnes-Jewish Hospital
Emergency Department. The number of daily patients arriving at the BarnesJewish Emergency Department has dropped from about 240 people a day to as
few as 160. On a FOX2 segment last night, Poirier said that delaying emergency
visits is leading to serious complications and sometimes death. “If sick people are
too afraid and put off going to the ER, it could cost them their lives,” he added. St.
Louisans are seeing TV news reports showing the chaotic conditions in New York
hospitals but that’s not what’s happening locally, he said. There have been no
transmissions of the disease in the emergency room.

Hailing our heroes

In a demonstration of gratitude, BJC and Washington University School of
Medicine teamed up to place signs around the Medical Campus, including this one
over Forest Park Avenue.

Blues broadcaster John Kelly to donate plasma after
recovering from COVID-19

St. Louis Blues broadcaster John Kelly tested positive for COVID-19 last month,
and tells KMOV-TV that he will donate plasma as part of a Washington University
program. The program is determining whether critically ill COVID-19 patients can
benefit from plasma that contains antibodies from those who have recovered. “If I
can help make one person better, that’s fantastic,” Kelly said.

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:
314-362-5056
Use this online screening tool before reporting to work
Review inpatient protocol
Review ambulatory protocol
Call the Coping with COVID hotline for in-the-moment emotional support:
314-286-1700
Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844365-4587
Email inspirational stories to heroes@wustl.edu
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