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Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH
62 inpatients confirmed positive

21 admitted, awaiting test results

Stroke evaluations drop by nearly 40% during COVID19 pandemic

Many people who have stroke symptoms are not seeking potentially life-saving
medical care during the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a major study led by
Akash Kansagra, MD, and Manu Goyal, MD, in the Department of Radiology. The

researchers analyzed stroke evaluations at more than 800 hospitals across 49
states and the District of Columbia and found that the number of people evaluated
for stroke at U.S. hospitals has dropped by nearly 40%. The findings were
published today in The New England Journal of Medicine.

On the Front Lines: Jeffrey Henderson

In the second installment of On the Front Lines, infectious diseases specialist
Jeffrey Henderson, MD, PhD, an associate professor of medicine and of molecular
microbiology, explains plasma therapy and how it is being used to treat patients
with COVID-19. On the Front Lines is a series of short videos focusing on how
Washington University health-care workers, scientists and students have
responded to the coronavirus pandemic.
Learn more about Henderson’s work and how COVID-19 survivors can donate
plasma.

After recovery from the coronavirus, most people
carry antibodies
According to an article in The New York Times, a
preliminary study offers a glimmer of hope in the grim fight
against the coronavirus: Nearly everyone who has had the
disease — regardless of age, sex or severity of illness —
makes antibodies to the virus. Experts said the next step
would be to confirm that the presence of antibodies in the
blood means protection from the coronavirus.
The body depends on a subset of antibodies, called neutralizing antibodies, to

shield it from the coronavirus. “The question now becomes to what extent those
are neutralizing antibodies and whether that leads to protection from infection —
all of which we should presume are yes,” said noted WashU virologist Sean
Whelan, PhD, head of the Department of Molecular Microbiology.

Husband and wife team join forces to provide face
masks to WUSM patients, staff

When the COVID-19 situation developed in early March, Glenda Bullock, director
of research and business administration within the Department of Medicine, found
herself working from home and wanting to do something to help her colleagues. A
quilter in her spare time, Glenda already had yards of cotton fabric in her craft
room. Soon, she found a pattern on Pinterest and began spending her evenings
producing face masks in bulk. “I thought why not use my talents and the fabric to
make masks,” Glenda said.
Her husband, Dennis Bullock, also a
Department of Medicine staffer in the Division
of Gastroenterology, delivers mail and
packages on campus and now serves as
Glenda’s distribution channel for the face

masks. He has delivered over 240 of Glenda’s
masks to the Department of Medicine to be
shared with employees and their families.
“Staffers ask Dennis where he got his mask
while he is making his rounds delivering
packages,” Glenda said. “So, from these
inquiries, I’ve made 60 more masks that
Dennis has delivered.” She plans to continue
making as many masks as possible.

‘You are really like awesome’

Staff on a COVID-19 intensive care unit share with each other colorful thank-you
messages from Premier Charter School students.
From one 4-year-old: “I love you so much with all my heart and if we can be best
friends because you are really like awesome.”

Remember to wear your mask
For your safety and the safety of everyone on
campus, all employees now are required to
wear masks while on the Medical Campus. The
new policy, which follows guidelines from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is
designed to protect against asymptomatic
transmission.

B-2 Spirit salutes essential employees in flyover

Zachary Englert, DO, right, and other employees gather on the Barnes-Jewish
Hospital rooftop helipad to watch as a B-2 Spirit stealth bomber passes overhead
today. The Missouri Air National Guard 131st Bomb Wing flew over St. Louis in a
salute to health-care workers and essential employees. The flight was part of the
U.S. Air Force effort to honor employees working on the coronavirus pandemic.
Englert is an assistant professor of surgery in the Section of Acute and Critical
Care Surgery and part of the U.S. Air Force C-STARS program.

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:

314-362-5056
Use this online screening tool before reporting to work
Review inpatient protocol
Review ambulatory protocol
Call the Coping with COVID hotline for in-the-moment emotional support:
314-286-1700
Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844365-4587
Email inspirational stories to heroes@wustl.edu
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