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Information for School of Medicine faculty, staff and students

Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH
53 inpatients confirmed positive

26 admitted, awaiting test results

Virtual Commencement ceremonies set for Friday

Commencement ceremonies for graduating students on the Medical Campus are
among the many events affected by the coronavirus pandemic. The MD
Commencement Recognition Ceremony will be held virtually so that our
graduates, their families and our campus community can still celebrate, but online.

The MD ceremony will begin at 3 p.m. Friday, May 15. Here is information on how
to watch it, as well as details on Commencement recognition for the School of
Medicine’s other degree programs: Audiology & Communication Sciences, Biology
& Biomedical Sciences, Master of Science in Clinical Investigation, Occupational
Therapy, Physical Therapy and Master of Population Health Sciences.

The new COVID-19 drug remdesivir is here. Now what?

Although remdesivir has been hailed as a game changer by some, a clinical trial
conducted in Wuhan, China, did not find any statistically meaningful difference in
recovery for COVID-19 patients getting remdesivir infusions compared with
patients receiving a placebo, and a large clinical trial twice changed the measure
by which it judged the drug’s success in treating COVID-19 symptoms.
In a recent article about remdesivir in Science News, William Powderly, MD, the J.
William Campbell Professor of Medicine, said these issues still leave researchers
with many questions about remdesivir. Some of those questions are how effective
is the drug, who are the patients that will benefit most from the treatment, when is
the best time to give the drug, and what are the side effects. “We have a drug that

appears to have an effect. Is it a slam dunk? Is it a home run? No,” he said.

What you need to know about the mysterious,
potentially coronavirus-related illness affecting
children

In the early days of the pandemic, it appeared that children weren’t as affected by
COVID-19 as adults were, but that has changed. Children’s hospitals in New York
and around the country have seen an uptick in cases of children presenting with
pediatric multisystem inflammatory syndrome, a rare but serious illness believed to
be associated with the coronavirus.
Dharushana Muthulingam, MD, infectious diseases physician and instructor at the
School of Medicine, told Vogue that while this syndrome is frightening, the best
course of action for parents is to concentrate on facts, not fear. Muthulingam said
the syndrome looks like illnesses physicians know about and is responsive to
intensive care. “The best way for people to feel like they have control over the
situation is to keep preventing COVID-19 the best they can, and if a child is sick,
take them to their pediatrician and seek out care.”

Virus that causes COVID-19 unlikely to be transmitted
through feces

The virus (green) that causes COVID-19 attaches to a protein (red) on the surface of human intestinal
cells (blue).

The virus that causes COVID-19 can robustly infect human intestinal cells, but new
viruses released from infected cells are quickly inactivated by contact with human
intestinal fluids, according to a study by School of Medicine researchers. The
findings, published today in Science Immunology, explain why some people
infected with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, develop
gastrointestinal symptoms such as vomiting and diarrhea, but also suggest that the
disease is unlikely to be spread through contact with vomit or feces.
“In a nutshell, we found robust SARS-CoV-2 replication in human intestinal
epithelial cells but so far no infectious virus has been detected in the stool
specimens, suggesting no obvious concerns for fecal-oral transmission,” said
senior author Siyuan Ding, PhD, an assistant professor of molecular microbiology.
Ding conducted the study in collaboration with Sean Whelan, PhD, the Marvin A.
Brennecke Distinguished Professor and head of the Department of Molecular
Microbiology; Michael Diamond, MD, PhD, the Herbert S. Gasser Professor of
Medicine; and Matthew Ciorba, MD, an associate professor of medicine.

WashU20, you are the future of medicine

This week, we honor the Class of 2020, recognizing their resilience in times of
adversity and their commitment to the profession and community.

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:
314-362-5056
Use this online screening tool before reporting to work
Review inpatient protocol
Review ambulatory protocol
Call the Coping with COVID hotline for in-the-moment emotional support:
314-286-1700
Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844365-4587

Email inspirational stories to heroes@wustl.edu

For Medical Campus updates, visit coronavirus.med.wustl.edu »
To ensure that this newsletter is delivered to your inbox, add updates@wusm.wustl.edu to your
address book.

