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Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH

COVID-19 study looks at genetics of healthy people
who develop severe illness

The McDonnell Genome Institute at the School of Medicine is one of more than 30

genome sequencing hubs worldwide participating in a study to sequence the DNA

of young, healthy adults and children who develop severe COVID-19 despite

having no underlying medical problems. The researchers also will study people
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who never become infected despite repeated exposures to coronavirus.

Knowledge gained from understanding COVID-19’s extremes could lead to new

therapeutic strategies for the illness. Rheumatologist Megan A. Cooper, MD, PhD,

an associate professor of pediatrics, is leading the research at Washington

University. 

Ramping up research

Above, scientist Paul Rothlauf works on a vaccine for COVID-19 in the lab of Sean

Whelan, PhD, head of the Department of Molecular Microbiology, in the McDonnell

Pediatric Research Building. Because the Whelan lab has been working on COVID

research, it has remained operational throughout the shutdown. Other research at

the School of Medicine is just beginning to ramp back up to 30 percent capacity

this week.

Podcast: Global study tests chloroquine to protect
health workers from COVID-19



In the latest "Show Me the Science" podcast, Michael

Avidan, MBBCh, head of the Department of

Anesthesiology, discusses the global study to establish

whether the antimalarial drug chloroquine might prevent or

reduce the severity of COVID-19 infections in front-line

health-care workers. With $9 million in philanthropic

support, the study will enroll up to 55,000 health-care

workers.

At present, “Show Me the Science” highlights research and patient care on the

Washington University Medical Campus as our scientists and clinicians confront

the COVID-19 pandemic.

On the front lines: Jay Piccirillo

Otolaryngologist Jay Piccirillo, MD, professor of otolaryngology, discusses the loss

of smell and/or taste that is sometimes associated with the virus that causes

COVID-19.

This video is part of a series of short videos focusing on how Washington

University health-care workers, scientists and students have responded to the

coronavirus pandemic.

Is it safe to resume kids' sports?
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It’s the question many parents are asking: when will it be safe for sports? Sports

medicine specialists Jeff Nepple, MD, Mark Halstead, MD, and pediatric infectious

diseases specialist Jason Newland, MD, MEd, recently collaborated with other

area providers to offer coaches, athletic directors and parents recommendations

for resuming organized sports. On Wednesday, Washington University

Orthopedics hosted a Facebook Live session to discuss the new guidelines and to

answer questions about the four-phase approach to bringing sports back starting

June 15.

Screening required to enter Medical Campus
To access the campus, everyone must first pass through one

of the screening stations.

Here is everything you need to know about screening.

Screening station locations and hours are subject to change.

Visit coronavirus.med.wustl.edu for an updated list of

screening stations.

Family practice
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When adult and pediatric critical care physician Kenneth E. Remy, MD, comes

home from the COVID-19 ICU, his kids are ready and waiting with hugs. His kids,

from left, are: Kenny, 2, Richard, 5, and Emma, 5. (Not shown: Caitlin, 7.) Three of

the four want to be doctors when they grow up.

Remy, who has been on the front lines of the coronavirus pandemic with patients



for the past two months, also has an active COVID-19 laboratory evaluating

immune response and potential therapies. His article on caring for critically ill

adults with coronavirus disease, published in Pediatric Critical Care Medicine, is

being cited worldwide. 

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:

314-362-5056 

Use this online screening tool before reporting to work

Review inpatient protocol

Review ambulatory protocol

Call the Coping with COVID hotline for in-the-moment emotional support:

314-286-1700 

Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844-

365-4587

Email inspirational stories to heroes@wustl.edu 

For Medical Campus updates, visit coronavirus.med.wustl.edu »

To ensure that this newsletter is delivered to your inbox, add updates@wusm.wustl.edu to your
address book.
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