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Information for School of Medicine faculty, staff and students

Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH
57 inpatients confirmed positive

20 admitted, awaiting test results

COVID pre-procedure testing protocols changed
A new “Pre-procedure COVID-19 Testing & Procedural PPE" document is now
available. This is being released along with updated Epic process guidance and
Tip Sheets. Pre-procedural testing can occur up to four days before a clinical
procedure, ideally in the two- to four-day pre-op window. Patients MUST
quarantine/isolate/mask between the time of their testing and their procedure.
Please remember that all patients need to be RE-SCREENED for symptoms and
exposures when they arrive for their procedure.

Valet service reopens at the Center for Advanced
Medicine
Valet service at the Center for Advanced Medicine is
reopening today (Tuesday). Hours are from 7 a.m.-5
p.m. weekdays. Patients and visitors using the valet
service must be screened before entering the building.
As part of the screening, patients and visitors will be
asked about COVID-19 symptoms, such as:

Fever (temperature will be taken)
New or worsening cough
Trouble breathing
New loss of sense of taste or smell
New or worsening body aches
Sore throat that is different from seasonal allergies

Experts urge caution in interpreting COVID-19
antibody tests

Antibody, or serology, tests for COVID-19 have been available since April. They
are performed on a blood sample and detect antibodies produced by the body in
response to the virus. A positive test indicates that a person was infected at some
time in the past. In a paper published recently in the journal Clinical Chemistry, Neil
Anderson, MD, assistant professor of pathology and immunology and assistant
medical director of the Clinical Microbiology Laboratory at Barnes-Jewish Hospital,
and Christopher Farnsworth, PhD, instructor of pathology and immunology, urge
caution in interpreting antibody test results.

In a Q&A, they discuss further how such tests should — and should not — be
used.

Remember to wear your mask and practice social
distancing

For your safety and the safety of everyone on campus, all WUSM personnel, as
well as contractors and vendors, are required to wear masks while on the Medical
Campus. The mask must cover your nose and mouth. The policy follows
guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and is designed
to protect against asymptomatic transmission. Also, practice social distancing and
remain at least 6 feet from others.

Mental health services available to WUSM employees
— and their kids
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact our lives in unprecedented ways,
WUDirect Psychiatry offers a convenient, affordable way for employees to be
proactive about mental health. The service gives employees and their dependents
— including children and adolescents — expedited access to psychiatry and
psychotherapy services, with a lower co-pay. Sessions are currently provided via
telehealth using a HIPAA-compliant version of Zoom, and all medical records are
private. To schedule a new patient visit, call (314) 286-1700 and request a
WUDirect appointment.

How to clean non-clinical areas

Most surfaces and objects in work spaces will just need normal, routine cleaning.
These guidelines explain how best to clean and disinfect high-touch items, such as
door handles, desks, keyboards, phones, light switches, tables, countertops and
faucets. For cleaning and disinfection after a person suspected/confirmed to have
COVID-19 has been in your work space, contact WUSM’s Custodial Services by
calling the Facilities Integrated Service Center at 314-362-3100.

Experts rate the risks of 14 summer activities

Memorial Day marked the unofficial start of summer. Pre-pandemic, summer has
meant vacations, barbecues and pool parties. But now how do we know what’s
safe? In this NPR story, Andrew Janowski, MD, instructor in pediatrics, is among a

group of experts who rate the risk of 14 summer activities. According to Janowski,
spending the day at a beach or pool is relatively low risk, as long as you can stay
socially distanced. “The sheer volume of water will dilute out the virus, making the
water a highly unlikely source of infection,” he said. However, getting a haircut is
one of the highest-risk scenarios on the list, because there’s no way to keep 6 feet
away from someone cutting your hair. “All it takes is (having) one asymptomatic
but infected worker, and suddenly many customers are at high risk of infection,” he
said.

A place of calm

A team member in scrubs and a mask takes a break near the Ellen S. Clark Hope Plaza
Fountain.

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:
314-362-5056

Use this online screening tool before reporting to work
Know your screening stations
Review inpatient protocol
Review ambulatory protocol
Call the Coping with COVID hotline for in-the-moment emotional support:
314-286-1700
Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844365-4587
Email inspirational stories to heroes@wustl.edu
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