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Information for School of Medicine faculty, staff and students

Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH
29 inpatients confirmed positive

24 admitted, awaiting test results

Changes to visitor policy

The BJC Incident Command Center announced plans to relax the visitor policy.
The revised policy will allow one visitor per patient in outpatient, inpatient and

surgical settings, including medical offices and emergency rooms, with some
exceptions for inpatient OB, pediatric and end-of-life patients, where our policy
already allows two visitors. (Previously, in-person visitors were not permitted in
most inpatient care settings.)
System-wide adoption is expected by Monday, June 29.
Visitation will remain restricted across BJC for suspected or confirmed
COVID-19 patients, with some limited exceptions.
Unless otherwise noted in the exceptions, visiting hours for patients are
from noon to 8 p.m.
All visitors are considered “designated” visitors, which means the approved
visitor(s) is/are the only visitor(s) for that day, with the exception for end-oflife patients. A patient’s designated visitor may change from day to day.

Neidorffs commit $5 million to honor distinguished
clinicians

Noémi and Michael Neidorff have committed $5 million to the School of
Medicine to honor highly regarded physicians Robert C. Packman, MD, and John

S. Daniels, MD, with the establishment of two new endowed professorships in their
names. The professorships will support research efforts in virology and
immunology, areas in which Washington University has been internationally
renowned and that are ever more important in helping our world confront current
and future pandemic viral diseases.
The Robert C. Packman Professorship in virology and the John S. Daniels
Professorship in immunology celebrate the wisdom, dedication and
accomplishments of Packman, a former School of Medicine faculty member who is
now senior vice president of medical affairs at Centene Corp., and Daniels, a
Washington University associate professor of clinical medicine who specializes in
endocrinology and metabolism.

COVID-19 specimen bank propels coronavirus
research in St. Louis

In early March, just as the pandemic was gaining steam in the St. Louis region,
Jane O’Halloran, MD, PhD, an assistant professor of medicine, and Philip Mudd,
MD, PhD, assistant professor of emergency medicine, met to discuss the
possibility of creating a COVID-19 specimen bank. Two and a half weeks later,

they began collecting their first samples from COVID-19 patients. “The whole
process would normally take at least six months,” Mudd said in a St. Louis Public
Radio interview. “It was a very fast turnaround from conception to starting the
project.”
Washington University researchers are continuing to collect blood, saliva and urine
samples, with the goal of recruiting at least 500 people. When a patient is tested
for COVID-19 at Barnes-Jewish Hospital or an affiliate testing site, hospital
workers ask if they’d be willing to provide medical samples. A month later, the
patient returns to the hospital for a follow-up visit and a second round of specimen
collection. About 20 labs on the Medical and Danforth campuses are using the
samples for a broad range of studies, including research on immune responses to
the virus and whether genetic factors may put a person at higher risk.

Register for virtual Dean’s Update
Please join David H. Perlmutter, MD, executive vice chancellor for medical affairs
and dean, for the annual State of the School address. A virtual session will take
place tomorrow (June 26) at 3:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required. A link will be
sent to registrants prior to the event. Zoom capacity for each event is 1,000.
View details and register for the session.

On the front lines: Intensive care physician Patrick
Aguilar

Medical critical care director Patrick Aguilar, MD, assistant professor of medicine,
talks about planning for the COVID-19 pandemic — which has involved multiple
health systems coming together across the region.

This video is part of a series of short videos focusing on how Washington
University health-care workers, scientists and students have responded to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Communicating during COVID

Charge nurse Caroline Becker, left, communicates with acute care nurse
practitioner Kim Beeman through a closed door on a COVID-19 unit. The doors
stay closed to contain the virus.

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:
314-362-5056
Use this online screening tool before reporting to work
Know your screening stations
Review inpatient protocol
Review ambulatory protocol

Call the Well-Being Line for in-the-moment emotional support: 314-286-1700
Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844365-4587
Email inspirational stories to heroes@wustl.edu

For Medical Campus updates, visit coronavirus.med.wustl.edu »
To ensure that this newsletter is delivered to your inbox, add updates@wusm.wustl.edu to your
address book.

