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Information for School of Medicine faculty, staff and students

Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH
35 inpatients confirmed positive

7 admitted, awaiting test results

Question of the week: How will thermal scanners
change campus entry requirements?

Thermal scanners that measure body temperature are set to go live Monday, Oct.
5. Employees and trainees should continue to go to a screening station upon
campus arrival until advised otherwise. Additionally, daily screening via cell phone

should be completed within two hours before campus arrival. Thirty-two thermalscanning cameras are being activated across the Medical Campus, including at
research buildings, clinical sites and Barnes-Jewish and St. Louis Children’s
hospitals. Please watch for signage, queuing stanchions and floor decals that
direct traffic flow. We appreciate your patience with this new initiative as we work
to provide a safer workplace and health-care environment for all.

Podcast: The making of a fast, accurate saliva test for
COVID-19

The most recent episode of the “Show Me the Science” podcast focuses on a
saliva test developed by School of Medicine scientists to detect the virus that
causes COVID-19. Scientists Jeffrey Milbrandt, MD, PhD, and Richard Head
discuss why they believe the saliva test will be important in detecting the virus’s
presence even before people begin having symptoms, including in individuals who
remain asymptomatic.
The saliva test also doesn’t require chemical reagents that have been in short
supply, often resulting in delays in reporting test results. The test can be run in a
few hours and, ideally, can return results the next day.

Flu shots required by Nov. 20
The Washington University influenza vaccine
policy requires all employees not working 100%
remotely to receive a flu vaccine by Nov. 20,
unless granted an exemption for medical
reasons or religious beliefs.
Non-remote employees
Employees in clinical departments should get
flu shots within their own departments. Those in
non-clinical departments are welcome to attend vaccination events Oct. 5-22 in the
Eric P. Newman Education Center. Registration is required. Schedule an
appointment.
Remote employees
To protect themselves and their families, remote workers are strongly encouraged
to get a flu vaccine through their private care practitioner or preferred pharmacy
and provide appropriate documentation. Flu vaccination is required should you
return to campus before March 31.
A new portal allows employees to submit a record of the completed vaccination or
request an exemption. Learn more at flu.wustl.edu.

WUSM nasal vaccine contender may offer advantages
over other delivery methods

St. Louis startup Precision Virologics has licensed a COVID-19 vaccine developed
at the School of Medicine that could have advantages over other early vaccine
contenders, according to a recent Post-Dispatch article.
The vaccine was developed by WUSM professors David Curiel, MD, PhD, a
cancer biologist, and Michael Diamond, MD, PhD, a viral immunologist. Curiel also
is founder and chief executive of Precision Virologics.
Delivered via nasal spray, the vaccine requires a single, smaller dose, is easier to
administer, and, in mouse trials, appears to destroy any coronavirus that was
already present. “It eradicated the virus in the upper respiratory tract,” Curiel said.
The vaccine, tested only in mice so far, is expected to be in human trials next
spring.

Town hall Oct. 5 on MMR vaccine trial

Are you a health-care worker who may be at risk of exposure to SARS-CoV-2 in
the St. Louis area? Join an Oct. 5 Zoom Town Hall to hear about an opportunity to
participate in a trial focused on protecting health-care workers. Michael S. Avidan,
MBBCh, the Dr. Seymour and Rose T. Brown Professor and head of the
Department of Anesthesiology, is leading a global trial to test whether MMR
vaccine protects front-line health-care workers against COVID-19. Trial enrollment
opened in September.
Learn more about the webinar or RSVP for login information.

Food services are reopening
Shell Café and Farmstead Café are reopening Oct. 5 and 12, respectively. The
flow of the Shell Café has been reversed. Customers now enter through the
seating area to order. Limited seating is available.
To reduce the number of people physically present at any given time, online
ordering is available for Shell Café, Kaldi’s in Mid Campus Center, Farmstead
Café and the Campus Store. Visit the Auxiliary Services website to view hours and
link to online ordering and menus.

Learn more about COVID-19 safety protocols in place at these campus facilities.

Students lead on-campus voter registration

Medical students are leading voter registration drives at various campus locations
in advance of the Oct. 7 Missouri registration deadline. Above, second-year
medical student Vinay Penna offers his assistance to patients, visitors and
employees at the Center for Advanced Medicine. Washington University also is
helping to simplify the process through this voter registration website. Registered
voters will be able to vote absentee or by mail, if they prefer, as options to avoid inperson voting during a pandemic.

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:
314-362-5056
Use this online screening tool before reporting to work
Know your screening stations
Review inpatient protocol
Review ambulatory protocol
Call the Well-Being Line for in-the-moment emotional support: 314-286-1700
Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844365-4587
Email story ideas and requests to heroes@wustl.edu
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