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WashU Med COVID-19 Update January 14, 2021

96 inpatients confirmed positive 6 admitted, awaiting test results

Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH

New clinic to provide antibody therapy for patients
with COVID-19

A monoclonal antibody therapy clinic opened Wed., Jan. 13, in Parkview Tower

(PDF) on the Medical Campus. The clinic is the fourth BJC HealthCare facility to

offer bamlanivimab, a monoclonal antibody infusion therapy for COVID-19 patients

under an Emergency Use Authorization by the FDA (PDF). The monoclonal

antibody therapy is administered through outpatient infusion and is indicated for

https://mailings.wustl.edu/list/hzw3s27h/210114AJ/%7B%7B*ViewInBrowserURL%7D%7D
https://www.bjc.org/Portals/0/Coronavirus/mAb-Parking-Directions-Parkview.pdf
http://pi.lilly.com/eua/bamlanivimab-eua-factsheet-hcp.pdf


high-risk outpatients who are early in their symptom presentation and not receiving

oxygen related to their COVID-19 diagnosis. Other BJC locations offering the

treatment include Missouri Baptist Medical Center Outpatient Center in Sunset

Hills, Memorial Hospital Belleville and Boone Hospital Center. The program allows

for patients to be referred by all BJC, Washington University, Physician Services

Agreement (PSA) and Community Connect providers.

Unlike BJC’s other monoclonal antibody clinics, the Parkview Tower clinic offers

treatment for all COVID-19 patients requiring infusions, including oncology

patients, solid organ transplant patients, and patients who require treatments that

cannot be delayed until they are no longer symptomatic.

Infographic: What are monoclonal antibodies? (PDF)

New WUSM-led COVID-19 studies involving health-
care workers
The CDC has funded several projects at Washington University School of

Medicine evaluating SARS-CoV-2 infection and health-care personnel. The

projects are led by Hilary Babcock, MD, a professor of medicine and medical

director of the BJC Infection Prevention and Epidemiology Consortium, and Jennie

Kwon, DO, an assistant professor of medicine and associate medical director for

infection prevention and associate hospital epidemiologist at Barnes-Jewish

Hospital.

One project involves evaluating the effectiveness of vaccines against the SARS-

CoV-2 virus among health-care personnel on the Washington University Medical

Campus and across BJC HealthCare. The study will allow for the rapid evaluation

of these vaccines in a real-world setting with high exposure to the virus. Another

will evaluate the role of PCR testing for SARS-CoV-2 among asymptomatic health-

care personnel who have been exposed to the virus, and the role of SARS-CoV-2

antibody testing among health-care personnel who have been diagnosed with

COVID-19. The latter study involves WUSM and BJC personnel on the Medical

Campus. For more information about participating in these studies, contact

Candice Cass, clinical research coordinator, at c.m.cass@wustl.edu. Additional

information about the studies is available on the School of Medicine website.

https://www.bjc.org/Portals/0/Coronavirus/Monoclonal-Antibody-Treatment-explainer.pdf
mailto:c.m.cass@wustl.edu
https://medicine.wustl.edu/news/studies-will-evaluate-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-among-health-care-personnel/


Missouri flu numbers remain low, easing fears of a
‘twindemic’ crowding hospitals

Missouri’s influenza report shows that by Dec. 26, only 681 people had tested

positive for influenza, the lowest number by this time in at least the last six flu

seasons, according to a story in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

“I think this year shows that the steps we’re taking to drop our COVID numbers are

also preventing the flu,” said Hilary Babcock, MD, a professor of medicine and

medical director of the BJC Infection Prevention and Epidemiology Consortium.

She said measures like social distancing and wearing masks have kept flu

numbers much lower than cases of COVID-19 because the population already has

some built-in immunity to the flu and vaccines are widely available.

If you received a COVID-19 vaccine invitation and plan
to get the shot, please act now
Any patient-facing personnel who have received an invitation and intend to receive

the vaccine are strongly encouraged to schedule an appointment immediately, in

https://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/missouri-flu-numbers-remain-low-easing-fears-of-twindemic-crowding-hospitals/article_c48ffb74-2936-5a0d-88e0-5f282b318b99.html


preparation for the next phase of vaccination scheduling in alignment with state

guidelines. You may do so by clicking the link inside the email you received from

BJC_COVIDVaccine@bjc.org.

The mailbox itself is not monitored, so please do not reply directly to the email

address. If you cannot locate your email, be sure to check your spam or junk

folder, too. If it still cannot be located, talk to your manager, who can work through

the Incident Command Center to obtain an email link. 

COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet: common questions
answered

Understandably, there continue to be many questions from patients and the public

regarding the COVID-19 vaccine. Decisions about who will receive the vaccine,

and when, are made by U.S. and state public health agencies, with a goal of

providing the vaccine first to those believed to be at highest risk of exposure and

severe illness. It will likely be several months before the vaccine is available to the

general public. Please feel free to download and share this fact sheet (PDF) with

friends and family.

Clinical and non-clinical volunteers needed at vaccine
sites

https://fpp.wustl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/COVID-19_Vaccine_Fast_Facts_cobrand.pdf


BJC HealthCare and Washington University continue to administer more than

1,000 vaccines every day to employees and providers throughout our

organizations. Thousands more appointments are scheduled throughout the month

of January, and it’s critical to have adequate staff to provide vaccine protection for

our caregivers.

Volunteers are needed to fill many openings for both clinical and non-clinical roles

in the coming weeks. Non-clinical work includes patient check-in, data entry and

second dose appointment bookings. Learn more about clinic dates, times and

locations, and sign up to help. Please ensure you are able to make your volunteer

commitment as last-minute cancellations may lead to logistical issues.

Attend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration
Week events virtually

https://veoci.com/v/p/form/ygw3xx5ztcy2


Please join the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) for its second annual

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration Week, recognizing members of the St.

Louis and university community who continue to advance King’s message through

service, activism and leadership. All events will be virtual and are open to all.

Registration is not required.

The 2021 guest lecturer is Dorothy Roberts, 14th Penn Integrates Knowledge

Professor and George A. Weiss University Professor of Law & Sociology at the

University of Pennsylvania. Her keynote address, "Dr. King's Message on Race,

Science and Justice," will kick off the week.

An additional keynote address from David

Dwight, lead catalyst at Forward Through

Ferguson and Washington University alumnae,

will explore “The Path to Racial Equity” in our

region. Dwight will also discuss the impact of

COVID-19 on communities of color in the St.

Louis region.

Sherree Wilson, PhD, associate vice

chancellor and associate dean of diversity,



Sherree Wilson, PhD

equity and inclusion, will conclude the week by

sharing updates about DEI’s recent successes

and providing an overview of what lies ahead.

This is a great opportunity to learn more about

the office and how you can support its work on

campus.

For a full list of events and Zoom links, please

visit the DEI website.

WashU Med vaccine stories
highlighted on social media

“I’m getting vaccinated for my community and for the many people who have

already died of COVID. This is a very exciting time for scientific advancements,

and I want to show that when it’s done right, it can make a difference.

"My entire department has been affected by COVID. I’ve had friends, colleagues

and family members who’ve become sick, and I’ve had close friends and family

members die of COVID. I think that this is one of the only ways out of this

https://diversity.med.wustl.edu/mlk-2021/


pandemic. If we’re able to vaccinate enough people, we’re going to be able to stop

the spread of severe infection that’s causing people to be hospitalized in the

intensive care units on ventilators and dying of this awful disease.” 

— Dineo Khabele, MD, chair of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

View more vaccine stories at the hashtag #WashUMyBestShot on Facebook,

Twitter, and Instagram.

COVID-19 messages of hope from PT

Vaccine recipients from the Program in Physical Therapy hold signs created for

use on social media. Employees are encouraged to share their vaccine stories

using the hashtag #WashUMyBestShot. You can find the signs in this folder on

Box.

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WUSM employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or illness:

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/washumybestshot
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WashUMyBestShot?src=hashtag_click
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/washumybestshot/?hl=en
https://wustl.box.com/s/njmyums4ue67v31bwx05nqiekch8gheb


For Medical Campus updates, visit covid19.med.wustl.edu »

To ensure that this newsletter is delivered to your inbox, add updates@wusm.wustl.edu to your
address book.

314-362-5056 

Use this online screening tool before reporting to work

Know your screening stations

Review inpatient protocol

Review ambulatory protocol

Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844-

365-4587

View WUSM employee and student testing data

Email story ideas and requests to heroes@wustl.edu 

https://covid19.med.wustl.edu/
mailto:updates@wusm.wustl.edu
https://screening.wustl.edu/
https://coronavirus.med.wustl.edu/working-on-campus/campus-screening/screening-locations/
https://covid19.bjc.org/resources
http://fpp.wustl.edu/
https://covid19.med.wustl.edu/testing-exposure-illness/covid-testing/washu-med-testing-data/
mailto:heroes@wustl.edu

