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Information for School of Medicine faculty, staff and students

Today's COVID-19 stats from BJH
57 inpatients confirmed positive

2 admitted, awaiting test results

Full vaccination deadline is Aug. 30
As announced on June 15, Washington University students,
faculty, staff and trainees on the Danforth and Medical
campuses will be required to receive the COVID-19 vaccination.
Important dates and deadlines:
Proof of full vaccination must be provided by Aug. 30 to ensure
compliance with the policy. Anyone who does not obtain and record their
COVID-19 vaccination in ReadySet or receive an approved exemption by
Aug. 30 will be suspended without pay for up to 30 days. If proof of
vaccination is not provided at the end of the 30-day suspension, faculty,
staff and trainees will be subject to further measures including
termination. View ReadySet instructions »
July 19 and 26 are the last days to receive a first dose of a two-dose
COVID-19 vaccine. Two-dose vaccines are administered 21 (Pfizer) or 28
(Moderna) days apart. That means in order to meet the deadline, you will
need to receive the first dose no later than July 19 (Moderna) or July 26
(Pfizer).
Vaccines are available free of charge. Appointments are available

through the university by emailing covidvaccine@wustl.edu. Your
vaccination record will automatically be uploaded to ReadySet, but please
verify. If you receive the vaccine through a public vaccination clinic, you
will need to upload proof of vaccination in ReadySet.
View the COVID-19 vaccination policy and the COVID-19 Vaccine Requirements
FAQ for full details.

Vaccine Town Hall available for viewing
Eva Aagaard, MD, senior administrator for Occupational Health Services and vice
chancellor for medical education, hosted a town hall on July 9. Employees talked
about why they chose to get vaccinated and described their experience receiving
the vaccine.
View the recording »

COVID-19 vaccine FAQ: WashU Med
infectious disease specialist answers
commonly asked questions
Steve Lawrence, MD, associate professor of medicine
and an infectious diseases specialist at WashU Med,
addresses vaccine hesitancy in a helpful COVID-19
Vaccine FAQ that answers commonly asked questions
about efficacy, safety and the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) approval process.

University-sponsored international travel
resumes Aug. 1

Starting Aug. 1, 2021, faculty, staff and graduate/professional students (on an
individual basis) may resume university-sponsored and supported international
travel in accordance with the university’s standard international travel policy. All
international travel is subject to changes in travel conditions and public health
guidance. This policy update does not override any school or department-level
restrictions on travel. For questions, contact itoc@wustl.edu.
Read the complete University International Travel Policy Update »

WashU Med study: Vaccines likely induce
strong, persistent immunity to COVID-19

Jacquelyn Martin/Associated Press

A new study from researchers at WashU Med has found evidence that the immune
response to the first two COVID-19 vaccines approved for emergency use is both
strong and potentially long-lasting.
Nearly four months after the first dose, people who received the Pfizer vaccine
still had immune structures known as germinal centers — which form as the
result of natural infection or vaccination — in their lymph nodes producing
immune cells directed against the virus that causes COVID-19.
Senior author Ali Ellebedy, PhD, an associate professor of pathology and
immunology, of medicine and of molecular microbiology, says the germinal
centers’ ability to produce “immune memories” makes them a key component of
a lasting immune response. “We’re still monitoring the germinal centers, and
they’re not declining; in some people, they’re still ongoing,” he said. “This is truly
remarkable.”
The study was featured in a recent New York Times article.

Local health o!cials worried as St. Louisarea cases rise, delta variant drives surge in

southwest Missouri

The St. Louis area’s coronavirus caseload is rising again, causing concern among
local health officials who have been watching the virus surge in other parts of
Missouri, driven by the more infectious delta variant. At the beginning of this
month, St. Louis and St. Louis County recommended that all residents, including
the vaccinated, wear a mask indoors around other individuals whose vaccination
status is unknown.
Stephen Liang, MD, associate professor of medicine, said in a recent St. Louis
Post-Dispatch article that the city and county’s recommendation seems “very
reasonable.” He recommends that residents be extra careful in poorly ventilated,
indoor areas, and said he still wears a mask when he goes to the grocery store
and other public places.

WashU Med physician now leading St.
Louis regional pandemic task force
With the steady increase in COVID-19 infections across
the region, the St. Louis Metropolitan Pandemic Task
Force is returning to regular weekly virtual press
briefings, in addition to online weekday status
reports. The briefings will now be led by Clay
Dunagan, MD, MS, an infectious disease expert at

WashU Med and BJC HealthCare’s chief clinical officer.
In addition to serving as the public face of the
pandemic response in the greater St. Louis area,
Dunagan will oversee the sharing of best practices,
data and resources among the area’s major health
systems. His first briefing takes place this afternoon.

School-based COVID-19 testing initiative
focuses on vulnerable populations

WashU Med researchers have received $8 million from the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) for two school-based projects aimed at determining whether
frequent COVID-19 testing of asymptomatic students, staff and teachers in
schools serving under-resourced populations can help to reduce the spread of
the virus.
Jason Newland, MD, professor of pediatrics, and Christina Gurnett, MD, PhD, the
A. Ernest and Jane G. Stein Professor of Developmental Neurology, are co-leading
the projects in North St. Louis County and Maryland, respectively. Gurnett says
that children with intellectual or developmental disabilities have struggled with
remote learning — often regressing without access to year-round, in-person
therapy. If weekly surveillance testing indicates that in-school transmission is
low, she says, it would provide critical “reassurance that schools are indeed safe
for students with disabilities.”

WashU Med psychiatrist o"ers tips for the
transition “back to normal” as restrictions
li#ed

With vaccines readily available throughout the United States, there appears to be
a light at the end of the pandemic tunnel. Jessi Gold, MD, MS, assistant professor
of psychiatry, recently participated in a PBS Newshour livestream Q & A on the
topic of taking care of your mental health during the transition “back to normal.”
Gold stressed that it’s not possible to flick a switch and go back to the way things
were before the pandemic. “We’re not the same people; the work place isn’t the
same,” Gold said. She also explained that there isn’t a one-size-fits-all recipe for
dealing with re-entry stress.

Important numbers and links
Call the BJC/WashU Med employee hotline for COVID-19 exposure or
illness: 314-362-5056
Use this online screening tool before reporting to work
Know your screening stations
Review inpatient protocol
Review ambulatory protocol
Contact the Employee Assistance Program for 24/7 work-life support: 844365-4587
View WashU Med employee and student testing data
Email story ideas and requests to heroes@wustl.edu

For Medical Campus updates, visit covid19.med.wustl.edu »
To ensure that this newsletter is delivered to your inbox, add
update@wusm.wustl.edu to your address book.

